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Message from the President
Ann Garfinkel

March has been an extremely busy month for your
Board! Sara and Vera oversaw an election up in
Templeton, requests for forums keep coming in, |
had the opportunity to talk to a group of retired
State Employees in Atascadero, and we are getting
ready for our all important annual meeting.

We enjoyed a wonderful program on education at
the Lunch & Learn meeting (read all about it on
page 3). The nominating committee has made their
report, the budget is ready for approval, and the by-
laws have been approved by LWVC and will be in
the meeting kit. New this year is our member
handbook. In the past you have received a printed
booklet with necessary information. Now we are
taking a page from the state League and will be
giving you a notebook. Beginning in 2011/12 year,
updates will be distributed for you to put in the
book.

Know Your County is at the printers and will be
ready for distribution within the next two weeks. It
is available on our website and also on the county
site, but hard copies will be downtown at the
Registrar’s office.

Our hardworking secretary, Eve Jeys, has offered
her resignation, requiring a “reshuffle” of current
board responsibilities. Sharon Whitney will be
secretary, and Arlene Powers will assume
membership responsibilities. Both terms will expire
in 2011.

Last, but not least, Sharon will be representing our
League at the Leadership Council, held in
Sacramento on May 15&16. | would be there, but
Bill and I will be in France for a two week holiday.
With any luck, | will have fully recovered from jet lag
and be bright eyed and fully alert on the morning of
our annual meeting.

Yours in League,
Ann

Membership Memo
by
Sharon G. Whitney, Director

Membership continues to be a top priority of your
local Board of Directors. A key concern is
developing effective strategies for recruiting
energetic new members who believe the League is
one of the best organizations in society playing a
crucial role protecting democratic rights for all
citizens and in making government responsive and
accountable to the real and basic needs of all
citizens. One strategy known to work is to invite a
friend or neighbor to one of our functions, to make
them feel welcome for coming, and to show them
how they can make a contribution for the good of
society. We think our Voters’ Service functions are
an excellent opportunity for recruiting new
members.

And while we are on the subject of membership
contributions, it is important to remind you that
paying dues in a timely manner keeps us afloat.
Dues are paid by local members at the Annual
Meeting, which is coming up on May 29". And the
Annual Meeting is also a good time to renew the
form that indicates your participation interests.

Between then and now, it is important that the
Board knows your current contact information—
email address, telephone number, and postal
address. You will be receiving your Annual Meeting
Kit via postal address. Most of you already receive
your Voter via email, and we want to encourage as
many as possible to use that system for receiving
your Voter. We like to have your telephone number
for those special occasions when we need a more
personal way to contact you.
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March Is Women’s History Month

The overarching
theme for
Women'’s History
Month this year
is “Writing
Women Back
into History.”

| thought it would

be appropriate to

refresh our
memories about the history of the creation of
Women'’s History Month.

For years achievements of women were rarely
mentioned in textbooks, often ignored by the
media, and sometimes when a woman received
credit for her accomplishments it was as an
“associate” giving the male involved primary credit
no matter what his actual role may have been. The
Education Task Force of the Sonoma County,
California Commission on the Status of Women
initiated a celebration in 1978 called “Women’s
History Week”. They chose the week of March 8 to
coincide with International Women’s Day.

The following year, the Sonoma County group
shared their project with the Women'’s History
Institute at Sarah Lawrence College. Their idea was
positively received and others began their own local
Women'’s History Week projects. Importantly,
support for an effort to have Congress declare a
national Women'’s History Week began to grow.

On March 8, 1980 President Jimmy Carter issued a
proclamation declaring the week National Women'’s
History Week. In 1981, Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT)
and Rep. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) cosponsored
the first Joint Congressional Resolution proclaiming
a “Women'’s History Week.”

In 1987, the National Women'’s History Project
petitioned Congress to expand the celebration to
the entire month of March. A National Women'’s
History Month Resolution has been approved every
year since with bipartisan support in both the
House and Senate.

What can you do? Buy a book or go onto the web
and discover the achievements women have made
over the years. Then, share your knowledge with

everyone you know. Help write women back into
history!

Trudy Jarratt, First Vice President LWVC/EF

Important New Contact Information

LWVSLO Phone number 805-782-4040

PG&E Community Center
6588 Ontario Road, Avila Beach
(Off Hwy 101 and San Luis Bay Drive)

LEAGUE MEMBER
MARILEE HYMAN
HONORED BY
CUESTA COLLEGE

Marilee Hyman is
honored this year as
the recipient of the
2010 Cuesta College
Women of
Distinction Award in
the category of
Community and
Public Service,
Volunteer. This
honor places her in a special group of women who
have made significant contributions to the quality of
life throughout our communities. League members
Dotti Connors, Arlene Chandler, Yolanda Waddell
and Carolyn Moffatt have been previous honorees.

The Women of Distinction Awards Ceremony was
held at Cuesta College Conference Center on
Thursday, March 25, 2010.

Redistricting Commission Moves
Forward; Future Threat Appears!

Over 30,000 Californians applied to serve on the
Citizens Redistricting Commission before the initial
application period closed February 16. Public
response at the end was so great — 600
applications in one eight-hour period — that the
State Auditor extended the deadline four days.
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Using webinars, workshops, and personal
outreach, League members throughout the state
enthusiastically recruited applicants. Now the
Applicant Review Panel (ARP) begins the work of
sifting through the applications to select pools of
the most qualified candidates who represent the
diversity of our state. Visit the Auditor’'s Web site to
learn more and to watch webcasts of the public
meetings of the ARP that began February 25.

LWV is recruiting members from the Sacramento
region and Bay Area to be observers at the ARP
public meetings held in Sacramento. We also need
League members in other parts of the state to
watch these hearings as backup, monitor press
coverage, and prepare to observe the work of the
commission in 2011. Training via webinar will be
provided. The Observer Corps will act as an
impartial watchdog to make sure the spirit and letter
of Prop. 11 are followed and will provide information
about the process to the League and the public.
Interested? Want to sign up for this unique project
that truly reflects the spirit of League? Contact
Chris Carson, LWVC Redistricting Program
Director.

However, even before the Citizens Redistricting
Commission is implemented, forces are moving to
get rid of it. The LWVC opposes the so-called
FAIR Act Initiative that would undo Proposition 11
by eliminating the Citizens Redistricting
Commission and giving the authority to draw state
Assembly, Senate, and Board of Equalization seats
back to the legislature.

Although the official proponent of the initiative is
UCLA law professor Daniel Lowenstein, the real
force behind the measure is Rep. Howard Berman.
Donations to qualify the initiative for the ballot have
been made by members of Congress from
California and former Assembly Speaker Karen
Bass. Tell your friends and family to refuse to

sign petitions for this outrageous attempt to put
redistricting back into the hands of politicians

who want to continue to draw their own

districts. Adapted from LWVC website

Democracy is not a spectator sport

March L&L

Can Education “STEM” The Tide?

Education, specifically Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math education, was the focus of
our March Lunch & Learn program. Vera Wallen
invited speakers from five related areas to discuss
how Science is implemented in both public
education PreK-16 and in our local community.
Patti Garrett, from the County Office of Education,
spoke first of “The Gathering Storm” facing
education in the United States, and the results of
No Child Left Behind, our current federal program
which requires steady preset increments in test
scores in only Language Arts and Math for all
children over a 10 year period. We are now
reaching the point where even good schools are
starting to fall behind, especially in science & other
subjects, because of this narrow focus. Special
committees and plans are required to bring school
populations back into compliance, failure to achieve
these goals of 100% adherence can result in
individual schools being taken over by the State
Dept. of Education. In addition to the obvious
problems reaching these goals facing the schools,
Ms. Garrett felt a serious flaw in No Child Left
Behind was the lack of focus on Science and Social
Studies. End of year testing and teacher efforts are
all centered on Math and Language Arts. She has
organized a P-16 STEM Council consisting of
representatives from local corporations, Pre-School
through grade 12 teachers, instructors from Cuesta
and CalPoly working together to leverage the
resources we have in San Luis Obispo County to
influence Science and Math education. To enhance
their goals of recruiting and preparing individuals
for careers in Science and Math as well as serve as
a repository and disseminator of STEM information,
a grant was written and funded for a “Train-by-
Doing Lab”. At Cal Poly, undergraduates, who think
they might be interested in teaching STEM
subjects, are instructed how to conduct the lab for
local school children to come and work in a real
world lab environment. This program has been so
successful that it is now a permanent part of the
CalPoly curriculum.

Next, John Baxter, retired Arroyo Grande Chemistry
and Physics teacher, and Russ Genet, Astronomy
instructor at Cuesta and CalPoly talked about the
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achievements of local high school and college
students. Assignments including robotics, curve
analysis, engineering projects, and telescope
development all evolved from basic science
curriculums because of the interest and efforts of
individual teachers. Within our extended
community are several astronomy clubs which
include community members as well as students.
One of these, Star Party, meets monthly at Santa
Margarita Lake. We have several High School
Astronomy Clubs and classes involved in simple
and not so simple research, even writing papers
receiving national recognition. These endeavors
are assisted by a book, Small Telescopes &
Astronomical Research, edited by Dr. Russ Genet,
Jolyon M. Johnson, and the League's own Dr. Vera
Wallen.

For many, the highlight of the day was our fourth
speaker, Marissa Brummet, a Cal Poly Senior and
future astronaut! Her love of Science and space
exploration was evident as she explained her work
in the Cal Poly class, Intro to CubeSats. Bringing
along an example of a CubeSat, a small cube
weighing one Kilo, she explained that
CubeSatellites carry communication devices,
cameras, scientific experiments, data recorders, etc
into space orbits as part of student experiments.
She related that Cal Poly is known as the NASA of
the university world, as they were instrumental in
standardizing the dimensions of student built
satellites and developing the P-Pod, an ejection
device that holds 3 CubeSats. P-Pods are carried
by missiles, from the US or other countries that
have been charged with putting much larger and
more expensive satellites into orbit. After the main
payload is safely discharged, the P-Pod launches
the student satellites. Every student satellite or
CubesSat that is put into orbit is sent to Cal Poly to
be packed into its P-Pod and transported all over
the world to be placed on its missile. This is a
singular experience for a student, giving them the
opportunity to participate in the design, launch and
operations of a satellite, an experience that
ordinarily would not be available to them until they
were much older and employed by just a few select
companies. At present there are over 100 CubeSat
projects being planned by multiple universities. Cal
Poly is collecting data from 3 of their satellites
presently in orbit. Marissa credits the world- wide
amateur radio community with valuable help
downloading information, which is only available to

them in San Luis Obispo a few minutes at a time as
the satellite passes by.

Our last speaker, Walter Reil, a PG&E employee,
put on a different hat as an official space
ambassador for NASA and JPL. Serving as a
public outreach speaker, he speaks to dozens of
groups every year encouraging that the public
renew its commitment to science and space
discovery. It was soon obvious, he takes this
charge very seriously, as he passionately spoke of
the importance of science education in our
everyday lives as well as in competition with the
rest of the world. He referred to the importance of
the Glenn Commission study in 2000, Before It's
Too Late, and how no funding has materialized for
its recommendations. A parent of a Cal Poly
daughter in the same program as Ms. Brummet, he
recognizes the struggles and rewards of preparing
for a career in science and math and couldn't be
more enthusiastic about their future. He ended
urging interested participants to volunteer to
become a Solar System Ambassador. About 500
people will receive training to take the message of
“Celebration of Discovery” to citizens and children
in the near future. He left us with an extensive 2
page bibliography of local, regional and national
references and e-addresses to facilitate our search
for Science and Math Education on the Central
Coast.

DID YOU KNOW?

2010 is the 90"
anniversary of the
LWVC as well as the
national League.

Mrs. Frank G. Law was
the first president of
the League of Women
Voters of California
(LWVC). Previous to
holding this historical
position, Mrs. Law was
president of the
California Civic
League of Women Voters, representing 7,500
women. The Civic League was formed in 1911
when California women won the right to vote (9
years before the 18" Amendment) thanks largely to
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the turnout in rural California counties like San Luis
Obispo where the majority voted “yes”. The
organization was formed in response to the desire
of many newly enfranchised women for information
and guidance in casting a ballot. (Historical trivia: It
was not until the late 1960's that women started
using their own first names).

OBSERVER CORPS REPORTS

Meeting: Nacimiento Project Commission

Date: February 25, 2010, 4:00 PM
Location: Templeton Community Services
District Offices
Report filed by: Barbara Weymann and
Dorothy Byles
Members Present: Dave Romero, Chair, City of
San Luis Obispo,
David Brooks, Vice Chair,
Templeton CSD,
Grigger Jones, Atascadero
MWC,
John Hamon, City of El Paso
de Robles
Frank Mecham, SLO County
Flood Control
Members Absent: None
Also attending was John Hollenbeck, Chief
Executive of the project

The first order of business was to elect the officers
of the Commission for the new year. David Brooks
from Templeton was elected the new Chair. Grigger
Jones was elected the new Vice Chair. The new
officers took over the meeting at this point.

Construction Status

There is a problem with the Intake Pump Station in
that the contractor for that part of the project had
not gotten approval for the pumping system as
required by the contract. Therefore, that part of the
system will be delayed in completion from July to
about October.

Start up coordination meetings have begun to be
held with the County Operations Staff. Weekly
meetings will start in late February. Operation and

Maintenance will be the responsibility of the County
Staff.

There are still some pipeline installations still being
done, but most of it is complete now. Testing is
taking place all along the line.

One contractor is under investigation for alleged
violations of the Public Contract Code associated
with the prevailing wage payments to employees.
However, work is being continued as this is worked
out.

Status of Project Delivery Team Activities

Construction Management _ Activities center on
pump station readiness and pipeline pressure
testing. They are working on a start-up plan. They
are also working on a Contract Closeout plan for
the various contracts. There has to be a walk
through and inspection done for each part of the
line.

Design Activities — Black and Veatch support
activities revolve around submittal review for the
Intake Pump. They are also working on the
Operation and Maintenance Manual and Standard
Operating Procedure Manual.

Environmental Permitting Activities ~ —There was
a reburial service for the Native American remains
unearthed on Camp Roberts by local Indians.

They have worked out an oak mitigation plan with
the SLO County for about 250 trees.

Outside Agency Issues

There still remains a lot of work to do with the
Monterey County Water Resources Agency
pertaining to the invasive mussel issues. A critical
meeting was canceled by this body (the
Commission) when it was discovered that the
tentative agreement with Monterey County was
changed from what they thought was agreed to in
their last meeting. The staff now has to work out
something again. Meanwhile, it is fast approaching
the Memorial Day opening of the lakes without
complete agreement as to how to handle the boat
traffic. This is a big concern. There is disagreement
on the percentage of cost between the two counties
as well. Back to the drawing board.

PG&E: They are on track to have the new circuit to
the Heritage Planning Area in place and operational
before the Memorial Day weekend.
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New Participants: They are working with both the
Cayucos and California Men’s Colony desires to
become new partners in the project.

Nacimiento Reserve Status

Reservoir status as reported on Monday February
22" is 46% full , or 174,116 acre feet. Lake levels
continue to rise, and we have had more rain lately.

Schedule and Budget Issues

They are still within budget limits. A revised budget
was presented to bring things into current focus.

Afirst look at the O&M budget was given to the
Commission members. It will be discussed at the
next meeting.

A pressure monitoring and reporting
instrumentation proposal was suggested to prevent
pipe breakages. This would be a system that would
check pipe pressures all along the way and bring
any anomalies to the attention of the operators. It
would use flow sensors as well. This was deemed
very important, but hadn’t been planned for to date.

The next meeting is scheduled for April 22, 2010.
Meeting was dismissed at 5:50PM.

OBSERVER REPORT

Agency: Board of Trustees, SLO Co. Office of
Education

Date of Observation: February 4, 2010

All members of the Board were present, except
Paul Madonna. The meeting was called to order by
President Floyd Moffatt at 1:35 PM, followed by
Pledge of Allegiance, adoption of the Agenda, and
Consent Agenda. The floor was opened for Public
Comments. There were none.

ADMINISTRATION

Superintendent - Dr. Crocker reminded the Board
that the Annual Report would appear in the Tribune
on February 10 and mentioned that changes had
been made in size and format.

CTA Representative - Diane Hunt, CTA
Representative reported on a CTA project called
Teachers for Healthy Kids, described as “dedicated
to improving the health and performance of
students, teachers, and staff through addressing
issues of children’s health coverage, indoor air

guality and asthma, and nutrition and physical
activity.” She provided a handout outlining a
program developed by the Santa Clara County
Office of Education and also described a study
carried out in schools in Poway in southern
California related to nutrition, activity, and wellness.
The study involved the effect of timing of recess on
children’s eating behavior. If recess followed lunch,
children tended to eat fast and eat less in order to
get out to play. If recess preceded lunch, children
tended to slow down and eat more, presumably in
no hurry to get back to the classroom. This is
described in the web site: Teachers for Healthy
Kids.com.

Mrs. Hunt also passed out a flyer related to a
statewide action day “Start the Day for Students” on
March 4 sponsored by CTA to bring attention to the
billions of dollars cut from schools and colleges,
elimination of art, music and PE programs, and
thousands of educators who were laid off last year,
and the need to not let this happen again.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES

Two staff members reported on SLO County P-16
Council Initiatives. (* The P-16 Council for SLO
County is a collaborative of educational institutions
from pre-school through university, businesses, and
community members dedicated to establishing
priorities, committing resources, and advocating
across institutional boundaries for a coordinated
approach to improve student achievement and
eliminate the achievement gap in SLO County.”) A
grant of $25,000 a year for three years was
received to help implement a series of Initiatives.
They reported on Initiatives No. 1, Early Childhood
Education, and No. 2. Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM).

Steps in implementing Initiative No. 1 “All children
will have access to high quality preschool
experiences,” involve: ldentifying best practices in
transitioning children from pre-K to Kindergarten;
developing outdoor classrooms (there are now six);
focusing on parent involvement; providing parents
with a special needs referral guide; and involving
Cal Poly students.

Initiative No. 2 attempts to recruit and prepare well-
gualified teachers in science and math; provide
professional development for teachers; encourage
students toward careers in science and math;
provide relevant field trips, (e.g., the Cal Poly
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Marine Research Center); and provide mini
conferences in the form of all-day Saturday science
workshops.

Action Item

The Board approved fee schedule changes for
Rancho El Chorro Residential Programs for the
2010-11 Fiscal Year. This involved a 5% increase
overall for overnight accommodations and facility
use for environmental education. (Out-of-county
users pay approximately 5% more than in-county
users for use of the facility.)

It was mentioned that a new marine science
program has been developed with live marine
animals.

BUSINESS AND INFORMATION SERVICES

Asst. Supt. Mary Jarvis reported on the 2010
Governor’s Proposed State Budget and potential
impact on SLO County. County revenues have
been down because of a steady decline in
enrollment which began in 2001 and continued until
2008 when the decline slowed due to increases in
Cayucos and SLO Coastal Districts. The proposed
state budget reflects an anticipated $20 billion
deficit by June 30, 2011. The Governor’s proposal
includes a $45 million cut to state-wide county
Offices of Education with the intent to regionalize
more services. This would mean a $250,000 cut to
the SLO County Office of Education.

There was one inter-district attendance appeal,
which was approved, after which h the meeting was
adjourned.

Submitted by JoAnne Milburn, Observer

OBSERVER REPORT

Agency: Board of Trustees, SLO Co. Office of
Education

Date of Observation: March 4, 2010

All members of the Board were present, except for
Diane Ward. (Note: The Board members had
visited the Rancho El Chorro Outdoor School and
eaten lunch with the students.) The meeting was
called to order by President Floyd Moffatt at 1:30
PM, followed by Pledge of Allegiance, adoption of
the Agenda, and Consent Agenda. The floor was
opened for Public Comments. There were none.

ADMINISTRATION

Superintendent : Dr. Crocker discussed the
workshop he had attended on February 24 having
to do with “Understanding Inter-District
Attendance.” This has become a state-wide issue
because of the fiscal implications of losing students
for financially-strapped school districts. Smaller
districts are particularly impacted. In San Luis
Obispo County the percentage of inter-district
transfers has risen by 70% over the last few years,
often caused by parents’ losing jobs and having to
move. However, the overall number of students
transferred is less than 1% of the total county
enrollment. The criterion applied by the Board in
hearing appeals is what is in the best interests of
the child involved.

Employee Organizations CTA Representative
Diane Hunt Roberts passed out literature outlining
the impact of the 17 billion already cut from the
state budget for schools. Another 2.5 billion is
proposed to be cut this coming year. CTA is gearing
up to support or oppose Initiatives to be on the
ballot in the Fall. An important effort will be to close
corporate tax loopholes. At the same time cuts
have been made in education, large corporations
have been given increased tax breaks.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES

Presentation of SLOCOE Technology Plan:  Staff
presented an overview of the recently-revised
Technology Plan for County Schools. One goal is
for students to have up-to-date basic equipment
and instruction which will support the students’
Individualized Educational Plans. Another is for
teachers to have training, both in instruction of
students and in computer use for record-keeping.
There is an internal website for student instruction.
Action Item: The Board adopted a Resolution
proclaiming March, 2010 as “California Arts
Education Month.” The Resolution proclaims “To
ensure that we continue to allow the arts to flourish
in California and throughout our county, it is our
responsibility to introduce children to the important
values that the arts contribute to our society. The
San Luis Obispo County Office of Education
endorses this practice.”

STUDENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

The Board approved the Plan for Student
Achievement for 2009-2010, presented by David
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Bender, Principal for Court and Community
Schools, and Vicky Kelly for Special Education
Programs. As this effort is described “Academic
achievement of students as defined by the Public
Schools Accountability Act is the top priority of the
education system in California. One way to address
this goal is to develop a school plan. It is based
upon an analysis of pupil achievement and aligned
with district and school goals for improving student
achievement.” The State Educational Code and the
federal No Child Left Behind Act require each
school to consolidate all school plans for programs
funded through a series of state and federal grants
into a “Single Plan for Student Achievement.” State
grant money is used for staff development, school
safety and tobacco—use prevention; federal money
is used for instruction for delinquent youth and
upgrading schools in poverty areas (Title 1), teacher
and principal training and recruitment (Title 11),
language instruction for limited-English-proficient
students (Title Ill) and innovative programs (Title
V).

BUSINESS AND INFORMATION SERVICES

Mary Jarvis, Asst. Superintendent for Business and
Information Services presented the second of two
required interim fiscal reports covering the period
July 1, 2009 through January 31, 2010. The
purpose is to update budget projections. The
Superintendent is required to certify that SLOCOE
can meet its financial obligations in the current and
two subsequent fiscal years. A positive certification
was submitted for the Board’s approval. In
developing the projections, some of the following
assumptions were made: A decline in county-wide
ADA, arise in COLA, reduction in special education
staff, support staff, supplies, etc., due to transfer of
16 special education programs to local districts, a
reduction of federal revenue, no budget for across-
the-board salary increases, and increased health
insurance costs. It was indicated that additional
changes would be made to the budget as more
information was obtained from the Governor’s
office. There is a reserved fund balance which is
maintained at least 3% of total fund expenditures,
designated for economic uncertainties. The Board
approved the positive certification.

INTERDISTRICT ATTENDANCE APPEAL

The Board approved the appeal of a family wishing
to move a child from Cayucos to San Luis Coastal
School District. The meeting was adjourned at 3:15
PM.

Submitted by Joanne Milburn, observer

NEWS FLASH!

Be on the lookout for articles in the
newspaper as well as a “LWV Alert”
concerning an upcoming Sheriff’s
Candidate Forum co-sponsored by the
Sheriff’s Advisory Council and the
LWVSLO. Atentative date has been set
for April 21, details to be announced
soon.

Watch for your Annual Meeting Kit which
will be arriving in your actual mailbox the
first week in May. Also included will be a
dues renewal form as well as
instructions for making reservations for
our end of year celebration at SLO
Country Club.

Transportation Assistance

If you are a member who could use assistance
getting to one of our events you may call one of our
board members living nearby and they will be
happy to provide transportation. If you would be
willing to volunteer to take someone to an event,
please contact Arlene Powers at
aaupowers@charter.net or call the league office at
805-782-4040. We want to make every effort see
that everyone who is interested is able to attend.
Those board members to contact for rides are Vera
Wallen, Cayucos, Pati Dale, Morro Bay, Arlene
Powers, Los Osos, Ann Garfinkel, Los Osos, Sara
Horne, Avila Beach, Eve Jeys, Nipomo and Sharon
Whitney, San Luis Obispo.
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS RECOMMENDS...

SUPPORT Proposition 15: California Fair Elections Act

Huge amounts of money are raised in California politics, giving special interests unfair influence and access
and shutting out the rest of us. Proposition 15 takes an important step toward getting politicians out of the
fundraising game. It is a pilot project to make voluntary public financing available to Secretary of State
candidates in 2014 and 2018. Only candidates showing broad support and agreeing to strict reporting and
spending limits would receive funding. Violators would face fines, possible jail time, and prohibitions from
running for office in the future. The pilot program would be funded primarily by fees on lobbyists, lobbying
firms and lobbyist employers, with no taxpayer dollars going to candidates. Proposition 15 will allow elected
officials to start focusing on the public’s interest, instead of returning political favors to their campaign
donors.

OPPOSE Proposition 16: New Two-Thirds Vote Requirement for

Local Public Electricity Providers

Proposition 16 would amend the state Constitution to require a city or special district that provides electricity
to obtain the approval of two-thirds of the voters before expanding its service territory or providing new
service to its customers if public funds are involved. Two-thirds approval by the voters would also be
required for a local government to buy power at wholesale prices to sell to residents through a Community
Choice Aggregation program. The LWVC opposes this supermajority vote requirement that would allow a
minority to prevent decisions on electric supply favored by a majority of the people to be served. PG&E, the
largest for-profit utility in the state, is the sole sponsor of Prop 16 and would benefit from this measure’s
stifling of competition. The impact would be fewer choices and thus higher rates for consumers, and fewer
opportunities for local agencies to offer renewable green power.

No Recommendation on the other measures on this ballot
PROPOSITION 13: Property Tax: New Construction Excl  usion: Seismic Retrofitting

The League generally supports regular, frequent reappraisals for property tax purposes, and this measure
excludes certain construction from reappraisal. However, considering the public safety benefit of
encouraging seismic retrofits, we remain neutral on this proposal.

PROPOSITION 14: Top-Two Candidate Open Primary

PROPOSITION 17: Auto Insurance Pricing

Because League positions do not cover the issues in Propositions 14 and 17, the LWVC is taking no stand
on these measures.

VOTE WITH THE LEAGUE ON JUNE 8
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VOTER

LWVSLO 2009 - 2010 BOARD MEMBERS
OFFICERS:

President: Ann Garfinkel president@Iwvslo.org
1% Vice President: Open info@Iwvslo.org
2" Vice President:  Sara Horne info@lwvslo.org
Treasurer: Maggie Higgins info@lwvslo.org
Secretary: Sharon Whitney info@Iwvslo.org
DIRECTORS:

Membership: Arlene Powers info@lwvslo.org
Communications: Pati Dale info@lwvslo.org
Government: Emily Penfield info@lwvslo.org
Social Policy: Vera Wallen info@lwvslo.org
Natural Resources: Open

Planning & Land Use: Open

Development: Open

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Budget: Glenn Silloway

Website: Carey Marsh

Nominating: Colleen Ehrenberg

LWVC Management Training Advisor: Beverly King

Relevant Websites

LWVSLOCO www.lwvslo.org

LWVUS www.lwv.org (Click on “members” and create your own password)
LWVC — members www.lwvce.org/lwvonly

Guide to Government www.qguidetogov.org

Secretary of State WWW.SS.ca.gov

Senate www.senate.ca.qov

Assembly www.assembly.ca.gov

Easy Voter Guide wwweasyvoter.org

League Easy Web www.lwvnet.org

Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org

The San Luis ObispoCounty VOTER is published 7 times a year by the
League of Women Voters of San Luis Obispo County
PO Box 4210
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
(805) 782-4040
www.lwvslo.org www.smartvoter.org
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JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS... and make an INFORMED difference!
BECOME A LEAGUE MEMBER OR GIVE A GIFT MEMBERSHIP!!

Invite a Friend to JOIN UP!

Membership is open to all citizens of voting adessociate membership is offered to students, nireais and
individuals wishing to receive the VOTER only.

Membership is for one year, July 1 to June 30

$60 individual D $85 household membershipg&spns same addresslj $25 associate mdrn'pbeD
| wish to make an additional CONTRIBUTION in the @t of: $

| am unable to join at this time, but here is a QBBUTION in the amount of: $

Contributions to LWVSLOCO are not tax deductible.
Contributions to LWVSLOCO Education fund are taxidetible

Name(s)

ddress
City
Zip Code Phone
E-mail
Please make checks payable to LWVSLOCO and mail toLlWVSLOCO

PO Box 4210
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
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